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Members Newsletter

Welcome to the Autumn edition of the members newsletter for the Broxtowe Liberal Democrats. This is
being distributed to all our members and helpers, and to many of our identified supporters. It’s been a very
busy time for all of us recently, and this newsletter shows some of the many activities that we have been
involved in. In particular we have been getting ready for the Annual General Meeting in November and
we’d be delighted to welcome as many of you there as possible. If you’re not a member at the moment
why not join up? The recommended membership is just £5 per month (but with a minimum of only £1

per month). Some of our members are very active, others help simply by paying their membership fees.
Whatever level you wish to be at, we’ll be delighted to welcome you on board. As a party we are funded
wholly by our members. We have no rich foreign donors and no unions to support us. We are also the most
democratic party, where every member really can have a say on party policy.

Web Site

The Broxtowe Lib-Dem web site has been
completely rewritten. Until now the preparation
and development of the site has been an internal
affair for the local party, but we have now
contracted out the work to a company called
Prater Raines, who specialise in preparing web
sites for the Lib-Dems. This means that the site
is easier to update than ever before and also that
it will draw stories from the area and the region
to ensure that it is always up to date.

The site now has a members only section where
articles and documents will be stored. This will
help in ensuring that members are as informed as
possible about what is going on locally.

Of course this level of service doesn’t come free
and the party has committed itself to paying

for it. However we’re very much hoping that

we can find twelve members to each donate the
cost of one month each year. Could you give an
extra £20 per year to the local party to be used
specifically to pay for the web site. If so please
contact our party chair Brian Taylor.

AGM

The high spot of the autumn will be our annual
general meeting. This will take place on Friday
25th November, starting at 7.30pm, at XXX

The AGM is open to all members, helpers,
friends and supporters. We’d be delighted to see
as many of you as possible there. There will be
an opportunity to discuss the party’s role in the
coalition and also our work on the borough and
county councils locally.

At the AGM we elect our officers and
representatives for next year, so why not
consider whether you can take on a role for us as
well.
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Housing Developments in Broxtowe

One issue that our borough councillors are currently
wrestling with is where and how much new development
should be allowed in the borough. This is an incredibly
difficult decision.

The various councils working together around Greater
Nottingham have commissioned research about the likely
demand for housing around the area over the next 20 years.
Four separate models came up with very similar figures, and
so most people accept that about 52,000 houses need to be
built in that period.

Under the Labour Government’s desire to control everything
they decided to dictate exactly how many houses were built
where, and so a figure of about seven thousand houses was
imposed on Broxtowe. This was in the Regional Spatial
Strategy (RSS). The coalition government have abolished
these requirements and have left it to local councils to decide
how much they will allow to be built in their area.

That’s the good news. However less well publicised is that
the councils plans have to be approved by an independent
inspector and must be based on evidence. In other words,
the councils around Nottingham have to show between them
how they will be meeting the demand for new houses. As

a result most of the authorities around Greater Nottingham
have continued to work together, although Rushcliffe have
gone their own way and have indicated that they will only
agree to about half the numbers calculated in the RSS.

One of the many problems in the RSS is that it has created a
line in the sand. Any council which now accepts more than
the number of houses set there will be seen to have failed,
and so even though Broxtowe want to set a much lower
figure (about 4,000 new houses which can be accommodated
within existing brown field locations) there is a very real
danger that our plans will be declared “unsound” unless we
can show where the shortfall would go.

Being unsound is not a mere technicality. If this happens
then developers will be able to apply to build pretty much
anywhere that they want, and they will prefer to build on the
green belt given that these sites are far easier to build.

One other factor that needs to be considered is that under
the New Homes Bonus the amount of money that councils
receive from central government is now directly linked to
the number of new houses that are built in each council area.
This year Broxtowe had lower new build numbers than any
other council in Greater Nottingham and so received less
money than all the other councils.

Autumn Conference

This autumns Liberal Democrat national
conference in Birmingham was the biggest,
and probably the best, conference that the
party has ever had. The party leadership has
obviously listened to the messages coming
from the electorate in May and there were

a number of specific changes that they have
made. The key lesson learned seems to be that
there must be much more emphasis as a party
on what we are achieving in Government,
showing the benefits that having the Liberal
Democrats in Government bring.

A second significant event that has happened
with the national party is that the training
programme for members has been radically
overhauled. The party has moved up a gear in
this regard and at the conference there was an
extensive programme of high quality training.
Hopefully members will be able to take part in
some of this over the forthcoming months.

Are You Connected?

For many years the party nationally has used a
software system called EARS — the Electoral
Agents Recording System. This has significant
shortcomings, and as a result the party began a
search earlier this year for a new system. The
one that they have opted for is called Connect,
and is the British version of the system used by
Barak Obama and the Democrat Party in the
United States. The demonstrations of this at the
national conference showed that it is a far more
powerful system than we have had previously,
and it met with overwhelming support. We
should take delivery of Connect towards the
end of this year or the start of next year, and
training for it will be available to all members
and helpers.

Each local party will pay a licence fee to use the
software, as we do for EARS at the moment.
Connect is more expensive and so we are hoping
that members will help us meet this. We already
have a donation of £150 towards the cost (about
half of it), and are hoping that twelve members
will each cover the additional costs for one
month each year. Would you be able to donate
£10 to cover the cost of one month’s licence fee?
If so please contact our chair Brian Taylor.




Save Money, Stay Warm, Go Green

Rising world energy prices and predictions of another cold winter make this campaign highly relevant to
people from all backgrounds across Britain. Almost everyone can see the extra costs they are paying for
energy each month. Almost everyone will have an older relative, friend or neighbour who is at risk from
getting cold this winter. Almost everyone could benefit from following energy saving advice to help them
save money, stay warm and go green.

The campaign

The Lib Dems in Government and local Lib Dem campaigners are going to help people save money,

stay warm and go green by tackling the dreadful legacy left by successive Labour and Conservative
governments:

. A legacy of failure on housing - British homes are some of the coldest and draughtiest in Europe.
Even the energy efficiency of modern homes is woefully inadequate compared to other nations.

. A legacy of failure on fuel poverty - Tens of thousands of people fall ill and die unnecessarily each
year because they can’t stay warm during the winter.

. A legacy of failure on renewable energy - our reliance on fossil fuels has left people across the UK
paying record energy prices. This is a direct result of a failure to invest in renewable energy - instead relying
on gas and coal energy generation.

The Save Money, Stay Warm and Go Green campaign sets out to tackle this dreadful legacy. The first part of
the campaign has four key elements -

1. Thanks to the Lib Dems in Government, energy companies are being made to provide free and
discounted home insulation to millions of people. BUT people need to apply to take advantage of this and

to save money, stay warm and go green. Our campaign will highlight how local people can apply for these
home improvements.

2. The Lib Dems have introduced a Warm Homes Discount worth £120 a year to help pensioners with their
energy bills. Every pensioner who receives the Minimum Income Guarantee will receive this help to stay
warm this winter. BUT all pensioners need to check whether they are receiving the benefits they are entitled
to. Our campaign will highlight to pensioners how they can do this.

3. The Lib Dems have gathered together advice from respected organisations like the Energy Saving Trust.
Following this advice can really help people save money, stay warm and go green this winter. Our campaign
will make this information available to people through a variety of means — doorstep contact, leaflets and
letters, website articles and press releases.

4. The Lib Dems are asking councils everywhere to do their bit to help people save money, stay warm and
go green. We believe that councils can play a major role in helping their residents access discounted and free
insulation. Our campaign includes a council motion text for your use.

Taking the campaign forward

The first stages highlighted above are just the beginning and more Save Money, Stay Warm and Go Green
materials will be made available in the coming months.

We will be looking at more new ways councils can help in the battle against climate change (whilst still
saving taxpayers’ money). We will be highlighting the establishment of the Green Investment Bank by the
Liberal Democrats in Government. This will drive the growth of renewable energy in the UK, creating jobs
and helping deliver cheaper, greener energy. It will help people save money, stay warm and go green.

We will be publicising the Lib Dem Green Deal that begins in October 2012 - the biggest home insulation
programme that our country will ever have seen. All Liberal Democrat-led councils have already signed up
to implement the scheme. The Green Deal will create over a hundred thousand jobs and insulate millions of
homes. It will help people save money, stay warm and go green.




Pupil Premium Generates £684,000 for schools
in Broxtowe

Liberal Democrats have always believed that education
is the engine of social mobility, now we are making it
happen.

The Government have now released the final Pupil
Premium figures for every English local authority,
constituency and school. I am delighted to announce that
every school this year will receive an extra £488 for each
child on free school meals they have on their roll.

Schools in Broxtowe are getting an extra £684000 from
the Pupil Premium to improve the education of the most
disadvantaged children.

This is a real milestone for our party. The Pupil Premium
is a policy we devised and campaigned for, and put at
the heart of our Coalition negotiations. Now it is more
than good policy, it is a reality making a difference to the
school down your road. It goes directly into classrooms
and will benefit all pupils.

It is also a milestone in breaking the link between poverty
and achievement, tackling Labour’s shocking legacy
where the richest 16-year olds are three times as likely to
get five good GCSEs as the poorest.

Focus Delivery

We currently deliver quarterly Focus leaflets, paid for

by local members and delivered by volunteers, across
about half of the constituency. These cover local news
and events, and are a very real demonstration of our
commitment to local people and communities. We would
like to do more, but we are constrained by the number

of deliverers that we have. Could you spare us one hour
of your time, four times a year, to help deliver our Focus
leaflets? If you live in an area that currently doesn’t have
Focus leaflets then we will happily expand our coverage,
and if you currently receive Focus it’s delivered by a hard
working volunteer. You could take some of the load off
them.

If you are able to help please contact David Watts, the
leader of the Lib-Dems on the Borough Council.

Branch Contacts

ENews

Do you want to know what is going on in
Broxtowe each week? We provide a weekly
enews service which is read by many hundreds
of Broxtowe residents each week. We are keen
to recruit more readers to this so if you don’t
currently subscribe why not sign up. It is totally
free and we don’t provide your details to anyone
else so you won’t be inundated with junk
emails. You can sign up via our newsletter of
by sending an email to David Watts at david@
broxtoweliberaldemocrats.org.uk.

As well as the general enews letter we operate

a discussion group for members of the party. If
you want to participate in discussions about what
is happening with the Lib-Dems locally please
email David Watts with your party membership
number.

Party Officers

Party Chair BrianTaylor

45 Enfield Street, Beeston, Nottingham,

NG9 IDL Tel 0115 922 7742
briantaylor@broxtoweliberaldemocrats.org.uk

Secretary Trish Taylor

45 Enfield Street, Beeston, Nottingham,

NG9 IDL Tel 0115 922 7742
trishtaylor@broxtoweliberaldemocrats.org.uk

Treasurer Steve Arundel
187 Nottingham Road, Eastwood, Nottingham
NG16 3GS

stevearundel@broxtoweliberaldemocrats.org.uk

Borough Council Group Leader David Watts
6 Edingale Court, Bramcote, Nottingham

NG9 3LY Tel 0115 854 4031
davidwatts@broxtoweliberaldemocrats.org.uk

Membership Secretary David Pearson

42 Church Street, Stapleford, Nottingham

NG9 8DJ Tel 0115 939 2647
davepearson@broxtoweliberaldemocrats.org.uk

All our branches hold regular meetings. For details of the next meeting please contact our branch contacts:

Beeston - Steve Carr, 07946 411 901

Bramcote - Stan Heptinstall, 07792 987 890

Kimberley and Trowell - Ken Rigby, 0115 930 7452 Stapleford - Jacky Williams, 0115 917 4693
Chilwell, and Attenborough are covered by the Beeston Branch. Toton is covered by Stapleford branch.




